
 

 

 

JOHN 10:22-42 (PART 2) 

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in 
my Father’s name testify about me …” 

 … Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the 
Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for 
blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 
(verses 24-25, 32-33) 

- 

When asked to speak out and declare if he is really Messiah, Jesus answers that 
he has already spoken, not in words but in “works”. These “works” testify or bear 
witness. 



 

 

In my older edition of the NIV, this word is translated as “miracles” – that’s what 
Jesus is talking about; miraculous works of power that demonstrate that he has 
been sent by the Father, indeed that he and the Father are one. 

Interestingly, the word that is most commonly used in the Gospels for “miracles” 
is the word that literally means “powers”. Although Matthew, Mark and Luke all 
use this word in this way, John never does. Instead, he uses two different words, 
one which means “sign”, and then this one which means simply “work” or 
“action”. 

These two words complement each other. Jesus’ miracles are clear “signs” 
pointing in the direction of truth, namely that Jesus is in fact the Son, truly sent 
from the Father and truly one with him. Jesus’ “works” point in the very same 
direction. He makes this point in verses 37-38: 

“Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. But if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 

All of this is background to the irony of this passage. The Jews want Jesus to speak 
out a clear declaration about whether or not he is actually Messiah. Jesus says he 
has, through his “works” – the miracles he’s been doing. He then goes a step 
further, putting into words what the “works” have been speaking all along: “I and 
the Father are one” (verse 30). Upon saying this, the Jews choose to stone him, 
not, they say, for “works” but for his words, claiming to be God.  

The irony, of course, is that they willingly accept the “works”, but won’t accept 
their clear message. They’ve seen the “sign” but won’t read it. They’ve met the 
Son, but won’t accept him. They see the likeness of the Father, but won’t 
acknowledge it. 

John, near the end of his Gospel, gives this rationale for writing: 

“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.” 

May it be. 



 

 

- 

Lord Jesus, I thank you for the record of each Gospel, written to let me see your 
powers and works and signs, pointing me in the direction of truth – you are the 
Son, sent from the Father. Truly you are the Son of God. I believe, holding to your 
truth, owning you as Lord. Thank you for life in your name. 

- 

Praise: 
Take some time to praise Jesus for the “works” you’ve seen from his hand. Pile 
one upon another, pointing you afresh in his direction. 

- 
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